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Our Studio

We are a bespoke architectural and design studio with over 
25 years of experience creating intelligent and beautiful 
design. From our riverside studio in London, our team of 
architects, designers and administrative staff collaborate 
with highly skilled consultants, craftsmen and suppliers 
from around the world. This allows us to conceive, 
coordinate and deliver complex and challenging projects.

Our aim is to build lasting relationships between the 
people we work with and the places we create. In many 
cases, these are specialist suppliers who add tangible value 
to the projects we undertake, by delivering outstanding 
quality, often within particularly challenging constraints, 
including the budget and/or programme.

The studio’s experience working in multiple work sectors 
allows us to engage with projects on a variety of scales, and 
for us to showcase a range of skills. However, our approach 
to each is the same - with careful consideration given to 
how people ultimately will engage and interact with the 
architecture we create.

We believe strongly in encouraging and promoting 
members of our diverse team to develop their skills and 
experience, and we are in full support of Juan and Maria’s 
submission to the London Festival of Architecture’s 
competition to redesign St. Paul’s Plinth.

Mark Pinney Associates
50 River Gardens Walk,
Greenwich, London SE10 0UB
T: +44 (0) 207 394 1700
E: info@MarkPinneyAssociates.com
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Project Team

Maria Ardemasova

Maria is an architectural designer with a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Edinburgh. She has worked at 
multi-disciplinary architectural practices in Moscow, 
Connecticut and London and is experienced working 
across a range of work sectors.

Her work at Mark Pinney Associates includes the winning 
competition entry for the shop in the Exhibition Road 
extension to the V&A Museum, London. Completed in 2017, 
the project consists of bespoke framing elements, creating 
a flexible lattice structure that can be adapted in line with 
the changing exhibition programme. Other notable 
projects include a collaboration to develop brand identities 
using architectural concepts for British and international 
brands.

Maria’s interests range from contemporary art, architectural 
photography, graphic design and web development, to 
sustainability and guilt-free design trends.

Juan Alonso Laza 

Juan studied architecture in ETSAG, Spain and BTU 
Cottbus, Germany. During this time he developed his 
interest in design and construction taking part on a broad 
range of workshops and competitions.

Following completion of his Masters degree, Juan joined 
Mark Pinney Associates, and has gained hands-on 
experience assisting in the delivery of a range of projects in 
the UK and Ireland, from inception through to completion.

Juan is passionate about the design process and draws 
inspiration from all art forms. He believes that great design 
comes from a deep understanding of the project and it’s 
context. Juan’s interests include contemporary art, music, 
photography and craftmanship.

Nick Johnson

Nick’s background spans several sectors including retail, 
mixed use, residential and commercial, and he has been 
responsible for winning design submissions for 
competitions both in the UK and internationally. He has 
developed a range of skills throughout his career and uses 
these to ensure the high standards of the studio are 
maintained and believes excellent design results from the 
clear understanding of brief and any associates constraints. 
Nick is passionate about collaboration with other 
outstanding members of the professional team to provide 
added value to each project.

M: +44 (0) 7825 746 403
E: Juan@MarkPinneyAssociates.com

M: +44 (0) 7884 657 199
E: Maria@MarkPinneyAssociates.com

M: +44 (0) 7884 665 853
E: Nick@MarkPinneyAssociates.com
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Technical Expertise

V&A Shop

Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK

Client: Victoria and Albert Museum 
Building area: 142 m2 / 1,529 ft2

Main contractor: Pavlis Shopfitting
Structural engineers: Ramboll UK
M&E engineers: Environmental Engineering Partnership

Photography: Ellie Pinney
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V&A Case Study

This competition-winning design for a shop within the new 
Exhibition Road extension created a series of 4.5m high 
demountable pivoting frames, with slender, bespoke 
extruded sections. The open frames, developed with Vitra, 
are retained at their head by a steel diamond lattice 
structure and can be fitted with a combination of shelves, 
hanging rails, storage bunkers and showcases, enabling a 
wide variety of merchandise to be displayed. The upper 
levels of these frames provide an opportunity for high-level 
flexible displays, and they can be pivoted or removed to 
allow differing circulation routes around displays and 
through the space, in response to the varying themes of 
individual exhibitions.

V&A Shop, London

12 13



St Paul’s Plinth 
Competition Submission 
6th March 2019

London Whispers

Site analysis

Located in the heart of Cheapside and the City of London, 
the proposed site is characterised by:

•	 Its architectural context, with buildings of great historic 
and architectural interest, in particular the ever-present 
and commanding views of the Dome of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Greyfriars Church and the Barbican towers;

•	 The bustle of people and traffic, both commuters and 
tourists, passing through and around St Paul’s tube 
station, giving the area vibrance and purpose.

On this basis, the proposal must engage with visitors and 
passers-by, with key elements including:

•	 Intrigue, inviting people to interact and explore;
•	 Discovery, within the context of the London Festival of 

Architecture;
•	 Highlighting the historic significance of the site, 

referencing protected key views to St. Paul’s from around 
London

•	 Showcasing the future of design in London, specifically 
acting a wayfinding marker for the LFA catalogue of 
events and venues.

Circulations Study

Concept Sketches
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Proposal Description

Our proposal is a strong, geometric curved form, carved 
out within to create a scaled replica of St. Paul’s cupola. 

Strips of vibrant red textiles, referencing London’s iconic 
buses and phone boxes, are suspended in varying lengths 
to form the shape of the cupola in a light-weight and 
transparent volume.

At the base of this cupola, QR codes will be suspended, 
providing information and wayfinding for the events 
curated by the London Festival of Architecture. The QR 
codes will be orientated relative to their geographic 
location - a contemporary ‘Whispering Gallery’ of 
information.  

Concept 

The proposal draws inspiration from its immediate historic 
context - the cupola - whilst at the same time subverting 
the notion of this architectural element through the use of 
materials and the systems implemented to create it.

The transparency of the textiles utilised create a variety of 
effects as both light and wind pass through them.

From the inside of the cupola, the positioning of different 
layers of mesh/fabric offer a new view of the historic 
context of the installation, while exploring the notion of 
boundary and isolation, thus referencing the theme of LFA 
19.

London Whispers
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London Whispers

Internal Cupola View

Proposed Plan - scale 1/300@A4

Link to locations at LFA 2019
London View Management Framework Protected Vistas
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London Whispers

The Whispering Gallery, which sits at the base of the cupola 
at St. Paul’s cathedral, is so known because if you whisper 
along the curved wall people will be able to hear you, even 
if they are located 33m on the opposite side of the void. 
The QR codes incorporated into the design will be a 
modern interpretation of this phenomenon, and act as a 
wayfinding marker for the London Festival of Architecture 
events programme in 2019.
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London Whispers

Existing ring  - Cupola Oculus

Primary & Secondary Structure

Existing Beam

Red Mesh Strips

QR Codes Ring
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Construction Description

The existing primary structure of steel beams and columns 
will support a new radial framework. Stainless steel clips 
will be used to hang individual mesh strips of varying 
lengths which, when hung, will create the extruded form of 
the cupola. Various degrees of translucence will be created 
where the length and layering of the strips vary. 

Etched tiles incorporating pre-programmed QR codes will 
be mechanically fixed to the longest strips, referencing the 
Whispering Gallery at the base of St. Paul’s cupola. ‘London 
Whispers’ will be a modern interpretation, acting as a 
wayfinding marker for the events and locations for London 
Festival of Architecture’s 2019 programme. Each QR code 
will be geographically oriented to relate to each event or 
location. A printed ‘directory’ of the programme will be 
available in each of the telephone boxes.

The installation would initially be fabricated off-site and 
tested, with each mesh strip coded in accordance with an 
installation diagram to facilitate construction. Having 
undertaken an initial site survey, the intention would be to 
install the plinth in a single day.

Consideration has been given to the budget, with the 
retention of the existing structure and simple construction 
method which has been proposed. In addition, we would 
envisage partnering with specialist members of our supply 
chain to add value to the project. This would include a 
metalwork fabricator, who would assist Juan and Maria 
fabricate the frame and a lighting supplier, who will provide 
a lighting design and fittings to ensure the installation 
creates interest through both day and night.

London Whispers

Radial Framework

Clipping System

Red Mesh Strips

QR Codes Ring

Existing Structure
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London Whispers


